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Adverfarios in odium rapiemus, fi guid corum Source, fuperbe,. perfidiofe, 


crudeliter, confidenter, maliciofe, flagitiofe faffum, vel dictum profe- 


remus. Cicero de Pace. 


SATURDAY, June 5th. 


KN OW not whether it fthould moft ex- 


- 


cite mirth or indignation, to obferve the au~ 
thor of the laft letter in the Monitor, pour- 
ing forth the epithets of abufe upon the 
writer of a pamphlet, intitled, A fulk 
expofition-of thé obfervations on the papers 
relative to the rupture with Spain.” The 
truth is, he appears to be fore fromy the 
ftripes of detection, and twifts and twines 


For this purpofe he has recourfe to the art of prevarication, which) 

Tne Obfervator, in his inflammatory prddution, had*endeas 
voured to poflefs the public with a notion, that the prefent «mini- 
ftry had garbled and mutilated fome, and concealed others; of the 
papers relating to. the rupture with Spain; and Mr. Monitor, like 
a faithful echo, repeated thefe terms of gatbling, mntilation, ‘and 


concealment, with a view to keep up thé clatter ‘which his a 
B abou- 
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like an eel on, a grid-iron, endeavouring to’ find fome fubterfuge it 
through which he may efcape with fome appearance of ‘credit: cf 
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labourers, in the forge of faction, had raifed. Unluckily for 
both, the author of the Expofition unmafked their pretences, re- 
foted their fophiftry, pointed: out their mifreprefentations, and 
thewed how a plain tale could put them down. He proved, that all 
the material papers relative to that rupture had been laid before 
the parliament: he affirmed, that if the late m—r, or his ad- 
herents, had really thought otherwife, they would have clofed 
with the propofal made by a right honourable gentleman, who 
declared, that if any other paper were thought neceffary, it _ 
fhould be produced, upon a motion made for that purpofe : but, 
it was not their intention, it was not their intereft to make this 
demand ; their clamour was not to be raifed upon any thing that 
could be fhewn; but on the prefumption of fomething that was 
concealed. 

Tus obftinate fact the Monitor endeavours to evade, by giy- 
ing an artful turn to the propofal of the right honourable gentle- 
man, who (he affirms) declared only, that if any particular pa- 
per, neceffary to the vindication of certain perfons, he fpecifically 
moved for, it might be given. ‘“ This (fays he) was a fallacious 
offer ; as the right honourable gentleman very well knew the late 
minifter could not mark out, nor call, in a parliamentary way, 
for a {pecific paper, with the contents of which he had been in- 
trufted before, by his S——n, under the feal of fecrecy !” 

I sHAtL allow him, (as he feems to be in diftrefs) the benefit 
of this interpretation, as far as it will go: but, 1 muft alfo ob- 
ferve, for the fake of truth, thata certain noble lord promifed to 
apply to the crown for a difpenfation from the oath of fecrecy, 
with full liberty to lord T——, or any other, to Jay before the 
houfe all he knew concerning this fubje&t; nay, he tvice after- 
wards repeated the offer, which, however, the friends and pa- 
trons of the Monitor were wife enough to decline, well knowing 
how little the expofure of thofe papers would conduce to their re- 
putation. 

Wuart therefore muft we think of the modefty of this Moni- 
tor, who ftill rings the changes upon garbling, mutilating, and 
concealment, after he is thus fairly convicted, of knowing that 
his friends might have commanded, and may ftill command any, 
or all of papers, about which they have made fuch a noife, and 
endeavoured to excite a fpirit of diflatisfaction againft the K—g 
and his minifters? Will not the unprejudiced part of mankind 
look upon him and his coadjutors as the tools of faGiion, who 
have feared their own confciences; who have left honour and 
veracity on their left hand; fat down to write againft their own 
conviction ; bedaubed their leader with undeferved encomiums ; 


and blackened his fucceiipr with unmerited abufe ? 


Nay, 
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Nay, this confiftent penmag, the profefied- admirer and beef- 


eater of the m—r, who avowedly patronized the German war, 
attempts to defend him from the imputation of thefe German 
meafures, by afcribing the firft Pruffian treaty, to his immediate pre- 
deceffor in the fecretary of ftate’s office. This remark, which feems 
to have efcaped him in the hurry and agitation of his fpirits, is at 
leaft an implied acknowledgment, that very little honour is due to 
the authors of the negotiation ; and if this be the cafe, how did 
that meafure, which was fo fcandalous in the beginning, be- 
come fo honourable in the fequel? Did it change its nature in 
being adopted by Mr. P—? Was his adminiftration fo holy as to 
confecrate the fin of his predeceffor ? 

You fay, fo far as he was concerned, the publication of thofe 
facred records, would tend only to increafe his honour, and the 
good opinion in which he ftands with his country. Let it be re- 
corded then, for his honour, that if he was not the firft propoler, 
he adopted and executed the project of an hitherto unheard-of al- 
liance, by which he fubjected his country to the payment of an 
annual tribute equally enormous and difgraceful, without ftipulat- 
ing one reciprocal advantage for fuch humiliating condefcenfion , 
that after he had declaimed for a feries of years, with peculiar ve- 
hemence againft foreign connections; after he had refufed to 
rcinforce his fovereign’s fon with one Britifh regiment, when he 
was out-numbered, and almoft furrounded by the foe on the banks 
of the Wefer ; after he had publicly denounced vengeance again{t 
that minifter who fhould prefume to fend a fingle man to that con- 
tinent; he all at once renounced thefe maxims ; precipitated him- 
felf into foreign meafures, with an impetuofity of zeal that tran- 
f{cends belief; involved his country in a G—n war, as oppofite 
to her intereft, as ineffectual for the purpofe intended: a war in 
which her blood and treafure have been lavifhed with a wafteful 
hand : a war in which fhe hath been produced upon the ftage like 
a prize-fighter by her own mercenaries, and undergone every {pe- 
cies of indignity and impofition. 

The Expofitor had faid, that all the papers relating to the rup- 
ture with Spain were actually produced; and that the other tran{- 
actions with the court of Madrid had no relation to the faid rup- 
ture. ‘ Ridiculous! (cries the Monitor) did not the concealed 
papers contain three claims made by Spain, relating to the prefent 
rupture with that nation? Were not thofe claims declared by 
France to be the feed of a new war, in which fhe would be obli- 
ged to take-a fhare with Spain? Was it poflible to make a good 
peace by granting thofe claims? Was there any way to fecure 
ourfelves from the bad confequences of thofe claims, but by a due 
exertion of our ftrength ?—well then, all the papers relative to 
thofe claims, ought to have been produced.” 
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indeed, is fuch a rhapfody, ‘as truly characterifes the can= 
dour and capacity. of our fage politician. ‘To your firtt interroga~ 
tion 1 anfwer No; the three claims made by Spain had certainly no | 
relation to the rupture with that crown— What were thofe claims? r 
I will refreth your memory—The court of Madrid claimed our | 
evacuation of their territory, upon which we had encroached in 
America, declaring at the fame time it would, in cafe of our com- 
pliance, fettle in our favour the long contefted right of cutting: 
logwood on that coaft,—It claimed a {hare of the coed-fifhery on 
the banks of Newfoundland, founded upon an old pretenfion, 
which, by the treaty of Utrecht, it was authorifed to afcertain.— 
It claimed the reftitution, of .fome fhips which were taken under 
Spanifh colours by the Englith cruifers fince the beginning of the 
prefent war, Now EF will afk any man of common honefty and 
common fenfe, whether thefe claims, afferted in the courfe of a 
long negotiation afford a fufficient caufe for England to break with 
Spain? whether they do not rather imply the fenfe of an injury 
received on the part of that crown, and conftitute the caufe of dif- 
fatisfaction with the m——y of Great Britain? If a neighbour ac- 
cofting you in a civil manner, puts you in mind of an old claim he 
has upon your eftate, and begs the matter may be compromifed in 
an amicable manner; would you, inftead of difcuffing the fud- 
ject calmly, lift up your cane and knock him down, without fur- 
ther ceremony or intimation ?° This might be Robin-hood law ; 
but certainly it would be deemed by all the fober and honeft part 
of mankind, an outrageous infult upon the law of nature and of 
nations, upon the principles of eternal juftice. 

Bur if thefe claims were thought adequate provocation to war 
and hoftility, why did Mr, P—— fo long refrain, as they certainly 
were repeated during the whole courfe of his adminiftration? why 
did he tamely acquieice in the only tranfa€tion that could be deem- 
ed an infult on the part of Spain, Imean the feizure and detention 
of the Antigallican privatéer and her prize, which undoubtedly 
was. a fhameful inftance of partiality-in favour of our enemies? 
why. did he truckle on this occafion to the court of Madrid, con- 
trary to the general fenfe of his fellow-fubjects, contrary to the 
honour of his country? why did he condefcend to protra&t the 
negotiation upon the difputes already mentioned; to fuggeft re- 
conciling memorials, and inftruct our embaflador to deal mildly 
and gently in his remonitrances to the minifters of his Catholic 
Majetly ? If the claims were fo.injurious as to juftify an immedi- 
ate rupture; why did he purfue this pacific plan, even after that 
ftep of the Spanifh miniftry, againft which he and his partizans 
have fo loudly declaimed_as an additional affront, ‘tht never could 
be forgiven; F mean the memorial prefented to him by M. de 
Bufiy, in favour of the Spanifh pretenfions? becaufe he knew, in 
his owa heart, that the old claims had nothing in them of an in- 
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Hammatory nature, and might have been eafily adjufted by a 


friendly communication: becaufe he was convinced that Spain had. 


no hoftile intention in mingling her concerns with the negotiation 
for peace between Great-Britain and France. 

To afk, were not thefe claims declared by France to be the feed 
of a new war? is a queftion truly ridiculous. Every difpute 
whatever may be inflamed into a war. The late m—r has fhewn, 
that the moft trivial difputes may be blown up into a dangerous 
and expenfive war, by the turbulence and ambition of either 
party. But, is it for the intereft or honour of any nation to 
cherifh thofe petty feeds intoa war, which may be deftroyed or 
removed by pacific intercourfe and friendly mediation? Neither 
is the Monitor more fortunate in his other interrogations. To fay 
it was impoflible to make a good peace by granting thofe claims 
is begging the queftion—it is taking for granted, that no peace 
could be made but by admitting thofe claims; a conclufion that 
has no relation to the premifes. ‘The Court of Spain itfelf had 
pointed out a healing expedient, which might have been made 
the bafis of a folid and lafting pacification. ‘ Withdraw your 
fettlers from the Rzo Tinto (fays the Spanifh miniftry) and his Ca- 
tholic Majefty promifes, on the word of a King, that the Englifh 
fhall be admitted to the privilege of logwood-cutting on the coaft 
of New Spain.” What was this, but afking us to make fome 
flight reparation to the honour of his crown, for having invaded 
and occupied his territories in the time of profound peace ; and 
declaring he would confirm that right or privilege which hath 
been the main fource of all our late contefts with the Spanifh mo- 
narchy? Had this material point been fettled, the other relating 
to the fifhery might, and undoubtedly would have remained un- 
determined, as it has been for a great length of time, and as much 
neglected as the obfolete claim of his Britannic Majefty to the 
crown and dominions of France. Here then isa plain and eafy way 
found to fecure ourfelves from the bad confequences of thofe 
claims, without any exertion of our ftrength, which indeed we 
could not have exerted folely on account of thofe claims, confiftent 
with any found maxim of policy, or with any law divine or human. 

This being thecafe, nothing can be more abfurd than the Mo- 
nitor’s deduction, ‘ that all the papers relative to thofe claims 
ought to have been produced.” The houfe was almoft unani- 
moutly of opinion, that the examination of fuch a heap of papers 
relating to a negotiation of many years, on a fubject altogether 
foreign to the purpofe, would be a tedious and a needlefs tafk. 
Had the patrons and prompters of the Monitor thought otherwife; 


had they known any paper, the perufal of which would either 


have gratified their fpleen or conduced to the glorification of 
their conduét; they would have urged the noble lord to the per- 


formance of what he propofed; namely to obtain of the king Fa 
abfo- 
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abfolution from the obligation to fecrecy ; that any particular paper 
may be called for fpecifically in parliament: or had they declined 
his application, they might have had recourfe toa motion, in con- 
fequence of. which, the whole cargo would have been fubmitted 
to public infpection. 

Bur if neither of thefe offers are accepted, and their emiffa- 
ries ftill perfift in rebellowing the terms, gardling, mutilation, and 
concealment, like Othello raging about the handkerchief; if they, 
in defiance of common fenfe, proceed to clamour about the expul- 
fion of the immaculate P , while his own modeft appeal to 
the public bears teftimony to his voluntary and head-/irong refig- 
nation, even againft the exprefs requeft of his S—-—n: if they 


* {well their bill of imaginary grievances, with the patriotic abdica- 


tion of his noble friend, who, with a fpirit of fagacity peculiar to 
himfelf, gave up all his gay profpects of R—1 favour, all his im- 
portance in the council, all his confequence in the ftate, for a place 
in the triumphal car of his political pattern, while he rode in pro- 
ceffion, through the hired acclamations of a venal and ignorant 
multitude ; they may make fome profelytes among the dupes of 
hypocrify and the flaves of prejudice; but the fenfible and candid 
part of their fellow-fubjects muft fuppofe that thefe demagogues 
want to fearch for the loft arcanum of m —l| power, by the 
light of national flames kindled for that purpofe; that in the 
horrors of difappointed ambition, they have engaged their adhe- 
rents to blacken the prefent miniftry, by the moft infidious mif- 
reprefentations; that they have retained by the week, a callous 
hard-mouthed drudge, to difcharge a periodical iffue of foul in- 
vectives againft the characters of honeft men; to circulate the en- 
{naring oracles of a falfe deity called mock-patriotifin ; and to blow 
the {carching furnace of difcord and fedition. 


{ To be continued. ) 
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